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I. Aim of the Course


The aim of the course is to make a survey of Britain and British literature in its historical context. In keeping with this, the development of the British society and literature from the early ages until the 17th century will be covered through the study of major social, political and historical developments and their reflections in the literature of the relevant periods.
II. Course Outline 

Week I
Geography (Global Position, Regions, Demographic Information, Resources), Nationalities (England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland)

Week II-IV
Early Britain. The Celts, the Romans, the Saxons, the Vikings, Christianity
Week V
Mid-Term I

Week VI-IX
England and the Middle Ages. The Norman Conquest, Feudalism, the Government, Political Developments (Magna Carta), the Church, the Early Parliament, Black Death, Hundred Years’ War
Week X
Mid-Term II
Week XI-XIV
England in the Renaissance. Humanism, Renaissance, Reformation in Europe and in Britain

Tudor Period (Wars of the Roses, Political Developments, the Church, the Government)

The Act of Supremacy, Catholicism versus Protestantism, Reign of Elizabeth I
Week XV
Final Exam

III. Textbooks 

Schultz, Harold J. British History. 4th ed. New York: Harper Perennial, 1992. Print.
McDowall, David. An Illustrated History of Britain. Harlow: Longman, 1989. Print.
IV. Literary Texts to be consulted
· Anonymous. From Beowulf.
· Anonymous. “The Wanderer”, “The Seafarer”, “Deor’s Lament.”
· Anonymous. From “The Dream of the Rood.”

· Bede. From A History of the English Church and People.
· Anonymous. From The Battle of Maldon. 
· Geoffrey Chaucer. From “The General Prologue” and From “The Nun’s Priest’s Tale” in The Canterbury Tales. 

· Sir Thomas Malory. From Morte d’Arthur.
· Giovanni Mirandola. “The Dignity of Man.”

· Petrarch. From Canzoniere.
· Sir Philip Sidney. From Astrophel and Stella and “April Ecloque” in Shepheardes Calender.
· Shakespeare. From Hamlet and Sonnets.
V. Method of Instruction


The course will be conducted in the form of lectures and discussion. The students are expected to take part in all kinds of activity in class. Literary Texts to be consulted will be used as supplementary material in in-class discussions. Literary Texts can be found in The Norton Anthology of English Literature Volume I and on the internet, such as on www.luminarium.org. 
VI. Requirements


The students are expected to come to class having read the assigned topics. Attendance is obligatory. More than 11 (eleven) hours of absence will result in F1.


Plagiarism/Cheating in written tasks and exams will result in failure.

VII. Assessment


The students will be receiving marks for all types of written and oral work they do such as research tasks and in-class workshops. There will be two Mid-Terms and a Final examination. In the grading of the examination papers, up to 25 % of the total mark will be taken off for grammatical and writing mistakes. Class participation will be seriously taken into consideration while giving the final grades. Marks below 50 in the Final Exam will be regarded as failure (F3).
Mid-Term I
20 %

Mid-Term II
20 %

Participation
10 %

Final Exam 
50 %
Good Luck (
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