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I. Aim of the Course: The aim of this course is first to introduce the students to the birth of the novel in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, then to the technical and thematic developments of the novels which highlight the literary characteristics of the age. The aim is not to focus only on the themes and plots of the novels, the aesthetic characteristics of the texts will also be studied along with the social changes that took place in the 18th century.
II. Course Outline: 

Week I-II: The birth and the development of the novel genre in the 17th and the 18th centuries, characteristics of the novel as a genre, how one shoul read a novel.
Week III-IV: Oroonoko by Aphra Behn and student presentation
Week V-VI-VII: Moll Flanders by Daniel Defoe, and student presentation
Week VIII-IX: Joseph Andrews by Henry Fielding.
Week X: Midterm
Week XI-XII: Joseph Andrews by Henry Fielding, and student presentation. 
Week XIII-XIV: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley, and student presentation.
III. Textbooks: 
Ian Watt, The Rise of the Novel
Patricia Meyer Spacks, Novel Beginnings Experiments in Eighteenth-century English Fiction

Walter Allen, The English Novel
Michael McKeon, The Origins of the English Novel

Other novels the students are supposed to read and work on in groups are Pamela by Samuel Richardson, The Castle of Otranto by Horace Walpole, Tristram Shandy by Lawrence Sterne, Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen.
IV. Method of Instruction: It will be conducted through lecturing, and discussion of the assigned texts. The student performance in the presentation of the group work is as important as the one in the midterm. Each student is expected to participate in a group and make his/her additional contribution to the total work of the group. During their presentations the students are expected to refer to the texts of the novels, otherwise they will not get any marks.
V. Requirements: Attendance is obligatory. More than 10 hours of absence will result in F1. The students are expected to read the assigned texts before coming to class.

VI. Assessment: There will be one midterm (30%) and oral presentation (20%) and a final exam  (50%). In the grading of exam papers and presentations, up to 25% of the total mark will be taken off for grammatical and writing mistakes. Marks below 50 in the final will be regarded as failure. Class participation will be seriously taken into consideration while giving the final grades.
