HACETTEPE UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
SYLLABUS
Title of the Course: IED 272 (02) British Poetry and Prose I 
Year and Term: 2012-2013 Spring 
Class Hours: Wednesday: 09:00-11:45 ZNG 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
I. Aim and Contents: The course aims to enable students to acquire a knowledge and appreciation of Old English and Medieval English literature through the study of some of the masterpieces of the era within the social, cultural, literary and historical context. It introduces students to the literary traditions associated with the cultures of early and late medieval England through the study of exemplary texts, which is essential for a better understanding and appreciation of not only Old English but also medieval English literature.  It thus introduces and studies epic, religious poetry, dream vision convention, romance, allegory and frame-tale convention. 
II. Course Outline: 
Week I: (6 March) Old English period and literature background 

                  Elegies: “The Wife’s Complaint” and “The Husband’s Message”

Week II: (13 March) Beowulf
Week III: (20 March) Beowulf continued and Riddles 

Week IV: (27 March) Medieval Literature background 

Week V: (3 April) MIDTERM I  
Week VI: (10 April) Miscellaneous Ballads, “Lord Randall” and “Robin Hood”

    Miscellaneous Lyrics, “Sumer is ycomen in” and “Corpus Christi Carol”
    Romance, courtly love tradition, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
Week VII: (17 April) Sir Gawain and the Green Knight continued 
Week VIII: (24 April) Allegory, Dream vision convention
      Extracts from Langland’s Piers Plowman (Prologue and Passus V)
Week IX: (1 May) Holiday (There will be a make-up)
Week X: (8 May) Frame-tale convention, Chaucer’s General Prologue to the Canterbury Tales
Week XI: (15 May) MIDTERM II
Week XII: (22 May) Chaucer’s General Prologue to the Canterbury Tales continued.
Week XIII: (29 May) Women’s experience, Prologue to The Wife of Bath’s Tale 
Week XIV: (5 June) A brief survey of other medieval genres (fabliau, mystical writings, hagiography, saint lives, bestiary, medieval ghost stories)
III. Textbook: Most of the texts will be from The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Vol. I and when other texts are chosen, copies will be provided by the instructor. 
IV. Method of Instruction: Students are expected to come to class having read the assigned material since the classes will mainly be conducted through class discussions and textual analysis of the primary texts. The background material will be in the form of lectures, but the students should also read the secondary materials as they are expected to display a considerable knowledge of the social and literary background as well as the primary texts.  Some of the shorter texts and material will be dealt with in workshops. The students will be provided with study questions for each text. The theoretical material will be supported and illustrated with visual material. So, the students will be responsible for all the assigned and studied materials in the exams.

V. Requirements and Assessment: Attendance is obligatory. More than 11 (eleven) hours of absence will result in F1. Students should obtain and read the texts assigned for the class discussions. Students will be guided through questions (written and/or oral) in their reading of the texts. Assessment will be as follows:
Midterm I




15%

Midterms II




15%

   Class participation and Quizzes


   10%

Term paper




10%

Final 





50%

In the grading of examination papers up to 25 % of the total mark will be taken off for grammatical and writing mistakes. Please note that regardless of your semester average, you need to get at least 50 points in the final exam to pass the course. Students should demonstrate that they have read the relevant secondary material and have done independent research. Students should present their arguments clearly and should display the ability to think independently. They should also demonstrate a good knowledge of the poets and the poems that the course covers. Attendance, class participation and assignments will contribute to the final assessment. 
VI. Supplementary Reading: Beytepe, Bilkent and METU libraries have a rich collection of books, in addition to the vast number of online sources and the students are expected to make use of them. Reading lists on related materials will be provided prior to the study of the texts. 
Good Luck!
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