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1. Aim of the Course

The aim of the course is to enable the students to acquire a relatively high and wide view of Shakespeare’s
dramatic art, poetic creativity and literary significance through a detailed analysis of his plays. The plays within
the academic programme represent the variety of his dramatic production. The course will comprise a general
introduction to the social, cultural and literary background of Shakespeare’s time with special emphasis to the
development and staging of Early Modern Drama in the Elizabethan and Jacobean period. Shakespeare’s use of
different dramatic forms such as comedy, tragedy, romance and dark comedy or problem play will be dealt with
during the textual study of Shakespeare’s work.

I1. Course Outline

Week | (13.02.17) General Introduction. A general introduction to the social, cultural and literary
background of Shakespeare’s time. A brief biography of Shakespeare.
A brief overview of the development and staging of Early Modern Drama.

Week 11 (20.02.17) A Midsummer Night’s Dream (1595) Comedy

Week 111 (27.02.17) A Midsummer Night’s Dream (continued)

Week 1V (06.03.17) Romeo and Juliet (1595) Tragedy

Week V (13.03.17) Romeo and Juliet (continued)

Week V1 (20.03.17) Mid-Term |

Week VII (27.03.17) The Merchant of Venice (1596) Tragi-Comedy (Problem Play)

Week VIII (03.04.17)  The Merchant of Venice (continued)

Week 1X (10.04.17) Julius Caesar (1599) Roman Tragedy/Roman History Play

Week X (17.04.17) Mid-Term Il

Week X1 (24.04.17) Macbeth (1606) Tragedy

Week X11 (01.05.17) Labour and Solidarity Day (No class)

Week X111 (08.05.17) Macbeth (continued)

Week X1V (15.05.17) Tempest (1610) Romance

I11. Textbooks

Various editions of Shakespeare’s plays are available for students. But among these editions the students are
recommended to choose the ARDEN, OXFORD, CAMBRIDGE and FOLGER editions and, last of all, the
PENGUIN Edition. The students are encouraged to visit the following web sites and take notes from sections
like “education” and “resources”: www.luminarium.org, www.shakespearesglobe.org, www.folger.edu, and
www.shakespeareswords.com.

1V. Method of Instruction
The course will be conducted through lectures, student workshops and class discussions. The students are
expected to contribute to the discussions, as it will strongly effect their end-of-term evaluation.

V. Requirements
The students are expected to come to class having read the assigned materials. They should always have a copy
of the text with them. Attendance is fully required. More than 11 hours of absence will result in F1.

V1. Assessment

Two Mid-Term Examinations: 40%
Class participation, assignments and quizzes: 10%
Final Exam: 50%

In the grading of the exams up to 25% of the total mark will be taken off for the grammatical and writing
mistakes. Also students who get less than 50/100 in the final exam will automatically fail the course no matter
how high their mid-term results are. Plagiarism will result in F3.

Good Luck ©
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