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SYLLABUS

Title of the Course: IED 151 (03) Introduction to Britain |
Year and Term: 2014-2015 Autumn

Class Hours: Wednesday, 13:00-15:50

Classroom: B2/204

I. Aims and Objectives

This course introduces a survey of Britain from the beginnings of English society to Tudor England and a range of
literary texts in the context of the social and cultural history of the relevant periods. In line with this, the course will explore
the dynamic historical processes by which literatures of medieval and Renaissance periods were formed. In this regard,
students should note that a good acquaintance with secondary reading related to the period and its literature is significant.

Il. Weekly Schedule (based on three classes per week)

Week 1 Introduction to the course. Geography, Nationalities (England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland)

Week 11-111 Early Britain. The Social and Cultural History of British Society in the Early Middle Ages. (The Celts, the
Romans, the Saxons, the Vikings, Christianity and Paganism), The Outline of Medieval Literature

Week IV Maajor Literary Texts (Beowulf, The Dream of the Rood, Medieval Lyrics)

Week V Mid-Term |

Week VI England and the Middle Ages. The Norman Conquest, Feudalism, the Government, Political

Developments (M agna Carta), the Church, the Early Parliament, Black Death, Hundred Years” War
Week VII Holiday

Week VIII Literary Figures and Modes: Chaucer, Langland, Gawain, Malory and Women writers
Week IX Mid-Term Il
Week X-XI England in the Renaissance. Humanism, Renaissance, Reformation in Europe and in Britain

Tudor Period (Wars of the Roses, Political Developments, the Church, the Government)
The Act of Supremacy, Catholicism versus Protestantism, Reign of Elizabeth |

Week XII-XI1I1  Literary Figures and Modes: Sonnet Tradition, drama and prose writing.
Week XIV Overall Evaluation

Week XV Final Exam

I1l. Coursebooks

McDowall, David. An lllustrated History of Britain. Harlow: Longman, 1989. Print.
Morgan, Kenneth O. The Oxford Illustrated History of Britain. Oxford: Oxford UP, 1997. Print.
Gilbert, Martin. The Dent Atlas of British History. London: Dent, 1993. Print.

IV. Textbooks
Abrams, M. H., et al. The Norton Anthology of English Literature. Vol. 1. Ninth Edition.

V. Method of Instruction

The course will be conducted in the form of lectures and discussion. The students are expected to take part in all
kinds of activity in class. Literary Texts to be consulted will be used as supplementary material in in-class discussions.
VI. Requirements

The students are expected to come to class having read the assigned topics. Attendance is obligatory. More than 11
(eleven) hours of absence will result in F1. Please turn off electronic devices such as cell phones, beepers and other noise
makers.

Plagiarism/Cheating in written tasks and exams will result in failure.

VII. Assessment

The students will be receiving marks for all types of written and oral work they do such as research tasks and in-
class workshops. There will be two Mid-Terms and a Final examination. In the grading of the examination papers, up to 25 %
of the total mark will be taken off for grammatical and writing mistakes. Class participation will be seriously taken into
consideration while giving the final grades. Marks below 50 in the Final Exam will be regarded as failure (F3).

Mid-Term | 20 %
Mid-Term Il 20 %
Participation/Oral-Written Report  20%
Final Exam 40 %

Good Luck ©
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