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SYLLABUS

Title of the Course: IED 149 Critical Thinking Skills 
Year and Term: 2013-2014 Fall
Class Hours: Tuesday 13:00-15:50
Classroom: B8/ZK/A03
I. Aim of the Course

The aim of this course is to help the student gain the knowledge, skills and competence required to study the fundamental concepts of critical thought. The course consists of two parts as theory and practice. For the former, students are informed, in general, about the historical background of critical thinking, definitions and components of critical thinking, the significance of critical thinking, critical thinking skills and strategies, characteristics of a critical thinker and the relationship between literature and critical thinking. For the latter, critical thinking is applied to literature, history and real life through different literary and historical texts and activities. 
II. Course Outline 

Week I
General introduction, the term critical thinking together with its different definitions. A history of critical thinking in the Western and Eastern World (1st of October). 
Week II                   Critical Thinking Test (8th of October). 
Week III 
No Class (Bayram Holiday- 15th of October).

Week IV
The need for and significance of critical thinking in education. Main concepts in critical thinking (22nd of October).

Week V                    No Class  (Republic Day- 29th of October). 
Week VI
Characteristics of a critical thinker. Basic critical thinking skills and strategies such as induction, deduction, credibility, problem solving and creativity (5th of November).
 Week VII                Critical thinking and questioning skills. Socratic Teaching or Socratic 
                                Questioning (12th of November).
Week VIII 
Mid-Term I   (19th of November).

Week IX 
Critical thinking and Bloom’s Taxonomy. Literature and critical thinking (26th of November).
Week X
Application of critical thinking to literary texts in different genres such as novel, short story and poetry (3rd of December).
Week XI 
Application of critical thinking to literary texts in different genres such as novel, short story and poetry (10th of December).
Week XII
Mid-Term II (17th of December). 
Week XIII                Application of critical thinking to different real life situations (24th of 
                                 December).
Week XIV                Application of critical thinking to different historical texts (31st of December).

III. Textbooks 

Boostroom, R. Developing Creative and Critical Thinking. An Integrated Approach. Chicago: National Textbook Company, 1992. Print.

Browne, M. N, and S.M. Keeley.  Asking the Right questions. A Guide to Critical Thinking. 

8th ed. New Jersey: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2007. Print.
Paul, Richard, and Linda Elder. Critical thinking. Tools for Taking Charge of Your Learning

and Your Life. 2nd ed. New Jersey: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2006. Print.
Paul, Richard, and Linda Elder. The Miniature Guide to Critical Thinking Concepts and 

Tools. 4th ed. California: The Foundation of Critical Thinking, 2006. Print.

The rest of the course material for the supplementary reading and activities will be provided by the lecturer. There are also various websites of critical thinking which are very useful for the students such as www.criticalthinking.org. 
IV. Method of Instruction

The course will be conducted through lecturing and workshops (+assignments), pair, group work and discussions.

V. Requirements

The students are expected to read the assigned material before coming to the class. Attendance is obligatory. More than 11 (eleven) hours of absence will result in F1. At the end of the term, each student is expected to submit a paper focusing on the application of critical thinking which will be evaluated together the final exam and marks below 50 in the final exam will be regarded as failure (F3). 

VI. Assessment

There will be two mid-terms and a final examination together with a paper and weekly assignments. In the grading of the examination papers, up to 25% of the total mark will be taken off for grammatical and writing mistakes. Class participation will be seriously taken into consideration while giving the final grades. Finally, the grading will be as follows:
                               Midterm I: 20 %

                               Midterm II: 20 %

                               Assignments, Class Participation, Attendance: 15 %

                               Final Examination and Paper: 45 %

Good Luck (
