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Faculty of Letters 

Department of English Language and Literature

Title of the Course: IED 699 Advanced Research Techniques
Instructor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Aytül Özüm

Year and Term: 2013-14 Fall
Class Hours: Tue 9:00-12:50
Aim and Content: The aim of this course is to help the students gain advanced level knowledge, develop effective study skills such as reading, note-taking, revising, studying for exams, and sitting exams. Also to master the steps in the process of preparing a term paper, such as choosing a topic, using the library resources, compiling a working bibliography, avoiding plagiarism, taking notes, preparing an outline and writing an advanced level research paper.
Course Outline: 
Week I: What is research? Aims and kinds. Selecting and  limiting various topic, finding thesis statements.
Week II: Planning the research. Using the library and electronic sources.

Week III: Compiling a working bibliography. Student presentations.
Week IV: Taking notes and avoiding plagiarism. Student presentations.
Week V: Outline preparation. Student presentations. 
Week VI: Midterm I 
Week VII: Mechanics of writing: punctuation, quotations, use of dates, numbers and titles.
Week VIII: Preparing works cited.

Week X: Documentation. 
Week XI: Writing papers from formal outlines.
Week XII: Midterm II
Week XIII-XIV: The students prepare their final research papers and submit their drafts
Course Texts: 

· Coe, Norman. Writing Skills: A Problem Solving Approach.
· Diane, Pecorari. Academic Writing and Plagiarism: A Linguistic Analysis.
· Eisner, Caroline. Originality, Imitation and Plagiarism: Teaching Writing in the Digital Age.

· Fox, Tom. Cite it Right: The Source Aid Guide to Citation. Research and Avoiding Plagiarism.
· Gibaldi, Joseph, ed. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed. New York: The Modern Language Association of America, 2009.  Print.

· Gilmore, Barry. Plagiarism: Why It Happens, How to Prevent It.
· Jewell, Thomas. Prentice Hall’s Guide to Understanding Plagiarism.
· Johnson, Richard. The Practice of Cultural Studies
· Lipson, Charles. Doing Honest Work in College: How to Prepare Citation, Avoid Plagiarism and Achieve Real Academic Success.
· Neville, Colin. The Complete Guide to Referencing and Avoiding Plagiarism.
· William, Kate. Referencing & Understanding Plagiarism.
Method of Instruction: It will be an interactive course. The students are expected to prepare their assignments before each meeting. It will be conducted through lectures and class discussions and the analysis of the submitted short papers.

Final paper should have a critical and interpretive argument about one or two literary texts that each student will work on. It can be various texts chosen from representative socio-cultural materials for the students in the Cultural Studies Programme. It should have a clear thesis. The papers should not focus on the plot summary of the texts, instead an argument should be developed and supported by textual evidence.
Short term papers cover the weekly assignments (mechanics, works cited, working bibliography etc.)  
Requirements:  Attendance is obligatory. 3 weeks of absence will result in F1.

The students should individually choose their topics on which they will write their final papers. 
Assessment: 5 short papers (20%), 2 long papers (20%), midterms (30%), an obligatory final exam (30%).
