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   Hacettepe University

Faculty of Letters

Department of English Language and Literature

SYLLABUS

IED 619/719   CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH NOVEL

Title of the Course:         IED 6/719  British Women Writers

Instructor:                        Prof. Dr. SERPIL OPPERMANN

Year and Term:               2013 Fall
Classroom and Hours:    Seminar Room, Wednesday 13.00-16.50
Office Hours:                   
 Aim and Content:
The aim of this course is to study in depth  selected novels of British women novelists from different ages from various theoretical perspectives. By examining the diverse voices of British women writers, various themes emerge: women’s roles in society, male/female relationships, the domestic versus the public sphere, the implications of environmental and social justice, and related issues of sexuality and gender. Different literary trends, changing social and cultural climate of the times and the technical and thematic concerns  from the 18th to the 21st centuries will be discussed during class. We will study the novels in the light of feminist theories, but the focus will be mainly on postmodern, posthuman, and eco/feminist approaches, and queer ecologies, and thus concepts such as self-reflexivity, self-consciousness, intertextuality, process, corporeality, gender roles, material-discursive practices, hybridity, posthuman ecologies, trans-corporeal bodies, mangle of practice, agentic voices of the nonhuman entities, artificial intelligence, queer voices, emerging biocultural formations, and the like will be discussed in our interpretation of the novels. The course aims to explore the problematic relationship of life and fiction, culture and nature, matter and discourse, as well as to analyze the uses of ex-centric characters and narrators, feminist appropriations of contemporary life, and hybrid modes of writing.  Notably, as you will see, the novels will be discussed in the context of relevant theories. 

In this course, students will
1.analyze the selected novels through theoretical discussion and writing;
2. demonstrate an understanding of such literary terms, themes, strategies, and issues as are relevant to the works being studied;
3. express their understanding of the text in its socio-cultural milieu, theoretical approaches, as well as environmental contexts;
4. examine social and cultural conditions of women, and of gender roles, as exemplified and reflected in selected texts;
5. recognize the way women writers revise, reflect upon, and resist stereotypes; 
6. recognize the importance and inclusion of posthuman issues; and
7. demonstrate the ability to think independently by reading critically, thinking analytically, and communicating effectively in oral and/or written formats.
Novels 
Elizabeth Inchbald- A Simple Story
Sarah Fielding- The Adventures of David Simple
Mary Shelley- Frankenstein
Anne Bronte- Agnes Grey

Charlotte Perkins Gilman- Herland
Virginia Woolf- Waves

Jean Rhys- Wide Sargossa Sea
Penelope Fitzgerald- The Blue Flower

Penelope Lively- Moon Tiger
Jeanette Winterson- The Gut Symmetries, 
Jeanette Winterson- Weight
Maggie Gee-The Ice People
Sarah Hall- The Carhullan Army

Doris Lessing- Mara and Dann,  

Doris Lessing- The Memoirs of a Survivor
Margaret Atwood- The Year of Flood

Morgan Llywelyn- The Elementals

Liz Jensen- Ark Baby

Ali Smith-  Girl Meets Boy

Scarlett Thomas- Our Tragic Universe

Justina Robson- Natural History
Angela Carter- selected stories from 
Indra Sinha- Animal's People  (optional)
Recommended Textbook:  Nick Turner- Post-War British Women Novelists and the Canon. New York: Continuum, 2010.
Course Outline:
Week I-III:  Introduction: Contemporary Anglo-American feminist theories and the emergence of the novel genre in Britain by women writers (Gynocriticism)
1. Ellen Moers. Literary Women (London: The Women's Press, 1978) 
       Chapter 2. "The Epic Age: Part of the History of Literary Women." 13-41

       Chapter 3.  "Women's Literary Traditions and the Individual Talent." 42-66

2. Elaine Showalter. A Literature of Their Own: From Charlotte Bronte to Doris Lessing       (London: 1979. Virago, 1991)  

       Chapter 1. "The Female Tradition." 3-36; and  "Feminist Criticism in the Wilderness" in The New Feminist Critisicism: Essays on Women, Literature, and Theory." Ed. Elaine Showalter. London:Virago, 1989. 243-270.
3. Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar, eds. The Mad Woman in the Attick: The Women Writer     and the Nineteenth-Century Imagination (New Haven: Yale UP, 1979).

       Part 1, Chapter 1. "The Queen's Looking Glass: Female Creativity, Male Images of Women,  and the Metaphor of Literary Paternity." 3-44.

        Chapter 2. "Infection in the Sentence: The Woman Writer and the Anxiety of Authorship." 45-92.

4. Sarah Mills, Lynn Pearce, Sue Spaul, Elaine Millard. Feminist Readings/Feminists Reading.

       (Charlottesville:U of Virginia P, 1989).

       Chapter 3. "Gynocriticism" By Sue Spaull. 83-121.
5.    Serpil T. Oppermann. "Feminist Literary Criticism: Expanding the Canon as Regards the  Novel." H.U. Journal of English Language and Literature 2 (December 1994):  65-98.
The Following Texts will be useful but will not be assigned:

1. Jane Spencer. The Rise of the Woman Novelist: From Aphra Behn to Jane Austen (New York:  Basil Blackwell, 1986.

2. Dale Spender. Mothers of the Novel: 100 good women writers before Jane Austen (New York: Pandora, 1986.

3. Eva Figes. Sex and Subterfuge: Women Writers to 1850 ( HongKong: The MacMillanP, 1982).
4. Elizabeth Abel, ed. Writing and Sexual Difference (Chicago: The U of Chicago P, 1982).
5. Elaine Showalter, ed.  The New feminist Criticism: Essays on Women, Literature, and Theory ( London: Virago, 1989).

Analysis of an Exemplary Novel 

Week IV-V:Gendering Discourse/ Sexual Politics/ Revisiting Postmodernism

1. Toril Moi. Sexual/Textual Politics: Feminist Literary Theory (London: Methuen, 1985).

2.  Patricia Waugh.  Feminine Fictions:  Revisiting the Postmodern (London: Routledge, 1989) 
3. Annette Kolodny. "Dancing Through the Minefield: Some Observations on the Theory, Practice and Politics of a Feminist Literary Criticism." The New Feminist Criticism. Ed. E. Showalter. 144-167.   
4. Judith Butler. Bodies that Matter:On the Discursive Limits of Sex ( New York: Routledge, 1993).
5. Judith Butler. Antigone's Claim:Kinship Between Life and Death (New York: Columbia UP, 2000).

Analysis of Exemplary Novels    

Week VI-VIII:  Nature, Women, Feminism: Eco/feminist Theories and Praxis, and Queer Ecologies
1. Val Plumwood.  Feminism and the Mastery of Nature  (London: Routledge, 1993)

2. Carolyn Merchant. The Death of Nature: Women, Ecology and the Scientific Revolution (New York: Harper&Row Paperbacks, 1983): Selected chapters to be decided in class

3. Greta Gaard and Patrick D. Murphy, eds. Ecofeminist Literary Criticism: Theory, Interpretation, Pedagogy (Urbana: U of Illinois P, 1998): Selected chapters to be decided in class.

4.  Noel Sturgeon. Ecofeminist Natures: Race, Gender, Feminist Theory and Poltical Action (New York: Routledge, 1997): Chapters 1, 6.

5. Catriona Sandilands. The Good Natured Feminist: Ecofeminism and the Quest for Democracy  (Minneapolis: The U of Minnesota P, 1999): chapters 1,3,4,5

6. Greta Gaard, Simon C. Estok, and Serpil Oppermann, eds. International Perspectives in Feminist Ecocriticism (New York: Routledge, 2013): selected chapters

7. Justyna Kostkowska. Ecocriticism and Women Writers: Environmentalist Poetics of Virginia Woolf, Jeanette Winterson, and Ali Smith (London: Plagrave MacMillan, 2013).

8. Nicole Seymour. Strange Natures: Futurity, Emphaty, and the Queer Ecological Imagination ( Urbana: U of Illinois P, 2013): Introduction 1-34; and chapter 2, 35-70.
9. Greta Gaard. "Literary Milk: Breastfeeding Across Race, Class, and Species in Contemporary U.S Fiction." Journal of Ecocriticism 5.1 (January 2013).

10. Greta Gaard."Feminist Animal Studies in the U.S.: Bodies Matter" DEP 20 (2012).

11. Greta Gaard. "Reproductive Technology, or Reproductive Justice? An Ecofeminist, Environmental Justice Perspective on the Rhetoric of Choice" Ethics& the Environment 15.2 (Fall 2010).

12. G. A. Bradshaw.  “An Ape Among Many:  Animal Co-authorship and Trans-species Epistemic Authority.”  Configurations 18:1-2 (Winter 2010).
13. Annie Potts.  “Introduction: Combating Speciesism in Psychology and Feminism.” Feminism & Psychology 20. 3 (2010).

Analysis of Exemplary Novels   
Week IX-XIII: Posthumanism from Feminist Perspectives and  Material Feminisms
1. Cecilia Asberg, Redi Koobak, & Ericka Johnson.  2011.  “Beyond the Humanist Imagination.” NORA:  Nordic Journal of Feminist and Gender Research.  19:4 (December 2011). 
2. Joanna Rawlinson."A Question of Human Nature?" Green Letters: Studies in Ecocriticism 2.1(2012).
3. Rosi Braidotti. The Posthuman  (London: Polity, 2013).

4. N. Katherine Hayles. " Reconfiguring the Posthuman." Comparative Literature Studies 41.3 (2004)
5. N. Katherine Hayles. "Unfinished Work: From Cyborg to Cognisphere." Theory, Culture & Society 23.7-8 (2006)

6. N. Katherine Hayles. "Virtual Bodies and Flickering Signifiers" October 66 (Fall 1993).

7. N. Katherine  Hayles. How We Became Posthuman:Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics (Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1999).

8. Jill Didur. "Re-embodying Technoscientific Fantasies: Posthumanism, Genetically Modified Foods, and the Colonization of Life."  Cultural Crtitique 53 ( Winter 2003).
9. Donna Haraway. Simians, Cyborgs, and Women:The Reinvention of Nature (New York: Routledge, 1990).

10. Donna Haraway. When Species Meet  (Minneapolis: U of Minnesota P, 2008.

11. Stacy Alaimo and Susan Hekman. Material Feminisms (Bloomington: Indiana UP, 2008)

12. Stacy Alaimo. Bodily Natures: Science, Environment, and the Material Self (Bloomington: Indiana UP, 2010).

Analysis of Exemplary Novels   
Week XIV: Exam        

Method of Instruction :  lectures and student presentations

Requirements: Attendance is compulsory. More than 12 hours of absence will result in F1. (Missing more than 2 classes will have a damaging effect on your final grade)
Each student is obligent to read every text listed in this course. The students are expected to offer critical approaches informed by their ideas in their papers. They are responsible for preparing critical papers on the novels with special emphasis on the theoretical texts.  (You are expected to come to class prepared, with informed questions about the reading assignment and thoughtful observations for discussion).
 Method of Assessment:   Students are to write ONE major argumentative essay of about 10 pages (Term Paper) with a critical approach of 2 novels of their choice which aims to test their abilities to respond critically to the novels. Students are also to produce class presentations on ONE novel of their choice, drawing on the critical concepts mentioned. They are expected to attend lectures and participate in class discussions. The aim here is to encourage close attention to the texts and open up lively discussions.

Method of Assessment: In grading oral and written work 20% will be cut for language mistakes.      

PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING are serious violations of expected academic integrity, and they result in serious consequences. Should you plagiarize or cheat, you will earn an F in the course and be referred to the Chair of the English Department, and the Dean of the Faculty of Letters for violating campus regulations regarding student conduct.
The final assesment will be made on the following basis:

Exam






50%

Major Term Papers




40%

Class presentations  




10%  
on critical concepts and/or articles
 

Requirements: M.A Students will submit One MAJOR TERM PAPER. Ph.D. Students will submit Two MAJOR TERM PAPERS. During the Semester every student will prepare short, 10 minute, presentations on the related topics and issues. Each paper will be graded and will count in the overall assessment. There will be one Final Exam (50%) in addition. Attendance is compulsory. 11 hours of absence results in F1.

Recommended Texts
1. Merja Makinen. The Novels of Jeanette Winterson: A reader's guide to essential ciriticism (London: Palgrave Macmillan,2005).
2. Estelle B. Freedman. The Essential Feminist Reader (new York: Modern Library Trade, 2007)
3. Serpil Oppermann." Ecocentric Postmodern Theory: Interrelations Between Ecological, Quantum, and Postmodern Theories." Ecocritical Theory: New European Approaches. Ed. Axel Goodbody and Jate Rigby (Charolottesville, U of Virginia P, 2011).230-242.
4. Luce Irigaray. Elemental Pasions. Trans. Joanne Collie and Judith Still (New York: Routledge, 1992)

5. Lorna Sage. Women in the House of Fiction: Post-war Women Novelists  (London: MacMillan,1992)

6. Mary Eagleton. Feminist Literary Theory: A Reader (Oxford: 1986. Basil Blackwell, 1990)

7. Mary Eagleton.  A Concie Companion to Feminist Theory (Oxford: Blackwell, 2003). I recommend "Introduction" 1-10; chapter 6 "Subjects" 111-132; chapter7 "Language" 133-152; and chapter 8 "Literature" 153-172.

8. Rachel Stein. "Sexual/Environmental Justice and Ecocriticism of the New Century." Ecozon@ 1.1 (2010):103-107.

9. Serpil Oppermann." Feminist Ecocriticism: A Posthumanist Direction in Ecocritical Trajectory."


International Perspectives in Feminist Ecocriticism. Ed. Greta Gaard, Simon C. Estok, and Serpil 
Oppermann (New York: Routledge, 2013).  37-55.

10. Serenella Iovino. "Toxic Epiphanies: Dioxin, Power, and Gendered Bodies in Laura Conti's Narratives on Saveso." International Perspectives in Feminist Ecocriticism. Ed. Greta Gaard, Simon C. Estok, and Serpil Oppermann (New York: Routledge, 2013).  37-55.

11. Stacy Alaimo. Undomesticated Ground: Recasting Nature as feminist Space (Ithaca: Cornell UP, 2000)

12. Mortimer-Sandilands, Catriona and Bruce  Erickson, eds.  Queer Ecologies: Sex, Nature, Politics, Desire  (Bloomington: Indiana UP, 2010).

13. Kelsi Nagy and Phillip David Johnson II, eds. Thrash Animals: How We Live with Natıure's Filthy, Feral, Invasive, and Unwanted Species (Minneapolis: U of Minnesota P, 2013).

14. Sarah Jaquette Ray. The Ecological Other: Environmental Exclusion in American Culture (Tucson: The U of Arizona P, 2013).
15. Rob Nixon. Slow Violence and the Environmentalism of the Poor (Cambridge: Harvard UP, 2011).

16. Joesphine Donovan and Carol J. Adams, eds. The Feminist Care Tradition in Animal Ethics: A Reader (New York: Columbia UP, 2007). Here I recommend chapters 1, 2, 8, 14.
